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Abstract. This article addresses current issues in teaching the academic discipline "Forensic Medicine and Med-
ical Law" to students of the professional educational program (PEP) "Pediatrics." With a focus on violence against chil-
dren, the authors emphasize the necessity of educating pediatric students on forensic principles and practical skills. The
article highlights the harmonization with international standards, the importance of awareness among students, and the
critical role forensic medicine plays in pediatric training. Forensic medicine, as a discipline encompassing diverse medical
fields, plays a crucial role in pediatrics. This article explores the integration of forensic principles into the PEP "Pediat-
rics," emphasizing the increasing societal issue of violence against children. The importance of training pediatric students
to recognize and respond to such incidents while maintaining a solid evidence base is paramount.

The authors emphasize that teaching forensic medicine to pediatric students should prioritize the following di-
rections:

1. Expert Involvement in Forensic Medical Examinations: Focuses on the significance of forensic medical ex-
aminations related to medical errors and offenses. Article 69 of the Criminal Procedure Code allows pediatricians to act
as experts, emphasizing equivalence in rights and responsibilities with forensic medical experts.

2. Physician Participation in Urgent Investigative Actions: Emphasizes the importance of practical skills, such
as examining a corpse at the scene. Article 238 of the Criminal Procedure Code permits pediatricians to participate in
urgent investigative actions. This includes instructing students on organizational and legal aspects, as well as theoretical
and practical principles of examining a corpse at the scene.

3. Accurate Documentation of Physical Injuries: Stresses the essential skill of accurately describing physical
injuries on a child's body. Acknowledges the role of pediatricians in initial injury documentation, considering the potential
involvement in criminal investigations.

4. Accuracy and Completeness of Medical Documentation: Underscores the critical nature of accurate and com-
plete medical documentation, serving as evidence in criminal proceedings. The article discusses potential legal conse-
quences for physicians due to improper maintenance.

5. Recording Sexual Offenses Against Children: Introduces an elective course focusing on preventing sexual
offenses against children and domestic violence. Aims to form theoretical and practical competencies in students, adher-
ing to the "Istanbul Protocol" and emphasizing the role of pediatricians in recognizing and responding to sexual violence
against children.

Therefore, educating pediatric students on how to act in such cases, how to work with patients without compro-
mising the evidence base, and simultaneously providing timely medical assistance becomes paramount. This ensures the
preparation of a highly qualified specialist in pediatrics whose competencies align with their professional qualification
characteristics.

Conclusion.

1. Harmonizing domestic legislation with EU norms and standards as part of Ukraine's integration into the EU
creates priority directions in teaching the discipline "Forensic Medicine and Medical Law."

2. Insufficient awareness among pediatric students and a casual attitude towards the consequences of unprofes-
sional actions or inaction in future professional activities contribute to a lack of motivation for studying "Forensic Medi-
cine and Medical Law."

3. Teaching forensic medicine is a crucial part of pediatric training. By providing students with the knowledge
and skills necessary to recognize and respond to cases of violence against children, we can help protect children and
ensure they receive the necessary assistance.

Keywords: Forensic Medicine, Medical Law, Pediatrics, higher education students, examination of the corpse
at the scene, description of bodily injuries, violence against children, Istanbul Convention, medical documentation.

Introduction. Forensic medicine is a discipline  medical expertise is a practical activity based on clinical
that requires knowledge from a wide range of medical  and medical-biological knowledge, with its main goal be-
fields and directions, including pediatrics. Forensic  ing the implementation of expert activities. This involves
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investigating specific objects to support the activities of
law enforcement and justice authorities.

The primary task of forensic medicine as an aca-
demic discipline in the educational-professional program
(PEP) "Pediatrics" is for students to acquire theoretical
knowledge and practical skills in determining signs of hu-
man death, identifying and describing injuries, especially
those caused by improper medical care, examining a
corpse at the scene, and detecting and collecting traces of
biological origin. Another contemporary challenge is the
socially negative phenomenon of violence against children
within families, which is gaining momentum and requires
focused attention from pediatricians and family doctors, as
they may be the first to suspect this phenomenon. There-
fore, educating pediatric students on how to act in such
cases, how to work with patients without compromising
the evidence base, and simultaneously providing timely
medical assistance becomes a priority. This ensures the
preparation of a highly qualified specialist in the field of
pediatrics, whose competencies align with their profes-
sional qualification characteristics.

It is worth noting that in 2022, Ukraine ratified
the Istanbul Convention, which aims to prevent violence
against women and children and combat manifestations of
this socially negative phenomenon. The Convention seeks
to protect victims of violence and punish the guilty. Under
its jurisdiction, besides women and children, men and the
elderly are also covered. The Convention advocates that
violence against women and children, domestic violence,
is not considered a private or family matter, and the state
must prevent violence, protect victims, and criminally
prosecute those who commit it. Therefore, teaching stu-
dents in the PEP "Pediatrics" how to recognize instances
of domestic violence against children, identify and docu-
ment bodily injuries in children, as well as signs of neglect
and improper care, and signs of sexual violence, is justified
and relevant.

As the saying goes, "Forewarned is forearmed,"
so during the study of the discipline "Forensic Medicine
and Medical Law," we strive to draw the attention of pedi-
atric students to certain features of this discipline, provid-
ing them with theoretical and practical competencies with
the aim of preparing a high-quality specialist. In practical
activities, the competencies of a pediatrician may closely
intertwine with forensic medical expertise.

Ensuring Comprehensive Training for Pediatric
Specialists:

1. Expert Involvement in Forensic Medical Ex-
aminations: According to Article 69 of the Criminal Pro-
cedure Code of Ukraine, any physician, including a pedia-
trician, may be engaged as an expert in commission foren-
sic medical examinations. In cases related to medical er-
rors and legal violations, it is common to involve a special-
ist pediatrician to ensure completeness and objectivity in
the expert's conclusions. During these examinations, the
rights, duties, and responsibilities of the physician expert
are equivalent to those of a forensic medical expert. Addi-
tionally, the specialist physician may later be invited to
participate in police investigations, prosecution, and court
hearings for testimony and clarification of expert findings.
Therefore, teaching the discipline "Forensic Medicine and
Medical Law" emphasizes procedural-legal principles of
forensic medicine and relevant laws regulating expert and
medical activities.
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2. Physician Participation in Urgent Investigative
Actions: As per Article 238 of the Criminal Procedure
Code of Ukraine, any physician, including a pediatrician,
can participate as a specialist in urgent investigative ac-
tions, such as examining a corpse at the scene. In practical
terms, a pediatrician may encounter situations involving a
patient's death. In such cases, the pediatrician must docu-
ment the time and circumstances of death, relying on the
presence and degree of post-mortem phenomena. There-
fore, teaching forensic medicine pays significant attention
to forensic thanatology and imparts practical skills to stu-
dents, such as examining a corpse at the scene. This in-
cludes instructing students on the organizational and legal
aspects of this action (understanding the rights, duties, and
tasks of a specialist physician during the examination of a
corpse at the scene) and the practical component, involv-
ing the theoretical and practical principles of examining a
corpse at the scene, emphasizing the preservation of the
examination process, documenting post-mortem changes,
and describing bodily injuries if present, establishing a
correlation with the cause of death.

3. Accurate Documentation of Physical Injuries:
An essential practical skill is the accurate description of
physical injuries on a child's body, specifying the clear lo-
calization, type of injury, dimensions, and the stage of
healing at the time of medical assistance. Since a child may
seek qualified medical care after sustaining an injury, and
later, in case of a criminal investigation, be examined by a
forensic expert, the initial description of physical injuries
by a pediatrician plays a crucial role. Some injuries may
heal without a trace over time, while others may change
characteristics, such as the edges of a wound due to surgi-
cal intervention. Therefore, the study of the algorithm for
describing physical injuries and the completeness of their
documentation in medical records is of paramount im-
portance.

4. Accuracy and Completeness of Medical Docu-
mentation: The accuracy and completeness of medical
documentation are critical. The saying, "The doctor writes
the medical history for the prosecutor," underscores the se-
rious nature of this aspect. Medical documentation serves
as evidence in criminal proceedings, and improper mainte-
nance, whether intentional or unintentional, may lead to
legal consequences for the physician.

5. Recording Sexual Offenses Against Children:
The department has developed an elective course, "Pre-
vention of Sexual Offenses Against Children and Domes-
tic Violence" The main goal is to form theoretical and
practical competencies in students, based on multidiscipli-
nary knowledge of principles, stages, methods of docu-
menting physical injuries, rules for sample collection, ma-
terial preservation, interpretation of expert results, and the
study of procedural legal norms based on the "Istanbul
Protocol." Considering that a pediatrician may be the first
to suspect sexual violence against a child, teaching stu-
dents the algorithm of actions in such cases is crucial. Pre-
serving the evidence base is vital in the investigation of
such crimes.

Training in forensic medicine is a vital part of pe-
diatric preparation. By providing students with the
knowledge and skills needed to recognize and respond to
cases of violence against children, we can help protect
children and ensure they receive the necessary assistance,
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thus promoting the dissemination of European legal norms
and standards in Ukraine.

Conclusion.

1. The harmonization of Ukrainian legislation
with EU norms and standards creates priority directions in
teaching the discipline "Forensic Medicine and Medical
Law".

2. Insufficient awareness and casual attitudes of
pediatric students toward the consequences of unprofes-
sional actions or inactivity in their future professional ac-
tivities are reasons for insufficient motivation to study
"Forensic Medicine and Medical Law".

3. Teaching forensic medicine is a crucial part of
pediatric training, enabling students to recognize and re-
spond to cases of violence against children, ultimately
helping protect children and ensuring they receive the nec-
essary assistance.
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Pe3rome. Y cTaTTi pO3MIIAIaIOTHCS aKTyallbHI ITH-
TaHHS BUKJIAJaHHsI HaBYaJIbHOI muctuiuting «CynoBa Me-
JUIMHA T2 MEJWYHE IpaBo» 37100yBauaM OCBITHBO-TIPO-
¢eciiinoi nporpamu (OINIl) «Ilemiatpis». Omaum i3
BUKJIMKIB CHOTOJICHHS € Take COI[iaIbHO HeraTUBHE
SIBUIIIE, SIK HACHIUISA MPOTH JiTel y ciM’i, mo Bce Oinblie
Habupae 00epTiB 1 MOTpeOye 30cepeHKEHOT yBaru 3 00Ky
MeiaTpiB Ta CiIMEWHUX JIIKapiB, a/ke BOHU MOXYTh OYTH
MEPUIMMH XTO 3111 I03PHUTB 1€ SBHIIIE.

ABTOpHU CTaTTi BiJ3HAYaIOTh, II0 HABYAHHS CY-
JIOBil MEAMITNHI CTYJICHTaM-TIeliaTpaM Ma€ Taki Mpiopu-
TETHI HAIPSIMH: BUBYEHHSI ITPOIIECYaTbHO-TIPABOBHX 3aCa/l
CyJI0BOT MEJIMIIMHHU, OCOOJIMBO CY0BO-MEANYHUX €KCIIep-
THU3, ITOB’3aHUX 13 JIIKAPCHKUMU TOMIJIKAMH Ta MPABOIIO-
PYLIEHHSIMU; OBOJIOJIHHS MPAKTUYHUMHU HAaBHYKAMH TIPO-
BEJICHHSI OTJISIy TpyIla Ha Micui Hoil; ¢ikcarii TinecHux
YIIKO/PKEHb Ha TiJi AUTHHU Ta BEJICHHS MEJANYHOI JIOKY-
MEHTAIlil; HABYaHHS ANTOPUTMY i Yy pa3i BHSBICHHS
O03HAaK HACHUJIbCTBA HAJ AUTHHOIO. TOMy HaBYaHHS CTY-
JNEHIB-TIeIIaTpiB, K MiATH Y JaHUX BHUIAJKaX, K
MPAIIOBATH 3 MallieHTaMH, 1100 HE 3HUIIUTH I0Ka30BY
0a3y i, BoJHOYAC, HaJaTH BYACHY MEIUYHY JOIMOMOTY,
crae npioputetHuM. Lle 3a0e31eunTh MiArOTOBKY BHCOKO-
KBaJTi(hiKOBaHOTO (haxiBUs y raiy3i neziarpii, KOMIIETeH-
il gxoro BiamosigaroTe ioro OKX.

BucHoBok. 3 ornsay Ha BUllle BUKIAJICHE, BAPTO
BI3HAYUTH, II[0:

1.'apMoHi3allisi BITYN3HSHOTO 3aKOHO/IABCTBA 13
HOPMATHBHUMH aKTaMH Ta CTaHIapTaMu €BpOINEiHCchKOro
Coro3y y pamkax inrterpanii Ykpainu B €C cTBOpIOE
MIPIOPUTETHI HANPSAMU y BUKIAAaHHI Juciuruiian «Cy-
JI0Ba MEJUIIMHA Ta MEIMYHE TIPABOY.

2.HenocratHst 00i3HaHICTh CTYJCHTIB-TIEAIaTPiB 1
JIETKOBaYKHE CTABJICHHS JI0 HACJIKIB HenpodeciiHuX ik
4yy Oe3IisUTPHOCTI Y MaiOyTHIN npodeciliHiil AisIbHOCTI,
€ TIPHYMHOIO HETOCTATHOCTI MOTHUBALLIT 10 BUBYEHHSI JMC-
numtiag «CyioBa MEMIMHA Ta MEAUYHE ITPABOY.
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3. HaBuaHHs cyZOBil MeqUIIMHI € BKJIMBOIO Ya- KurouoBi ciaoBa: cynoBa MemuiuHa, MEIUYHE
CTUHOIO TMIJArOTOBKU memiaTpiB. Hamaroum cTyaeHTaM — IpaBo, meiaTpis, 3m00yBadi BUIOI OCBITH, OTJISI TpyIia
3HAHHS Ta HABWYKH, HEOOXIiTHI JJIs1 pO3Ii3HABAHHS Ta pe- Ha MiCIIi MOJii, OMUC TIICCHUX VIIKOIKCHb, HACHIBCTBO
aryBaHHS Ha BHITAJKH HACWJIBCTBA HAJ JITBMH, MH MO- Haj nitbMu, CTaMOyJIbChKa KOHBEHIliS, MEIUYHA JTOKY-
JKEMO JOIIOMOITH 3aXUCTUTH AiTeH 1 3a0e3meuntd M OT- MEHTallis.

pUMaHHs HEOOXiTHOT TOTTOMOTH.
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